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Sarah J. Oudemolen September 
Vibrant dandelions 

wilt and wither as autumn, 

winter's mercenary, ravages 

summer, 

scoffing at each bruised sunset. 

Towering tiger-lilies 

and bright yellow sunflowers 

give way to naked 

oaks 

that mourn absent squirrels. 

Southbound robins 

abandon gray landscapes 

drenched by nature's cold 

tears, 

shed for lost playmates. 

Canary songs 

are too soon replaced 

by scratching chalk and screeching 

bells, 

which ring at regular intervals, 

arresting children's laughter. 
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